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- ThB MAIUNG DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

The amendment document filed on M-IS-OCj is considered non-compliant because it has failed to meet the 

requirements of 37 CFR 1 .1 21 or 1 .4. In order for the amendment document to be compliant, correction of the followinq 
item(s) IS required, ^ 

THE FOLLOWING MARKED (X) ITEM(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT" 

□ 1 . Amendments to the specification; 

□ A. Amended paragraph(s) do not include markings. 

□ B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined. 

□ C. Other , 

□ 2. Abstract: 

□ A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1 72 

□ B. Other , 

□ 3. Amendments to the drawings: 

□ A, The drawings are not properly identified in the top margin as "Replacement Sheet " "New Sheet " or 

"Annotated Sheet " as required by 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 

□ B. The practice of submitting proposed drawing correction has been eliminated. Replacement drawings 

showing amended figures, without markings, in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .84 are required 
- □ C. Other , ^ 

4. Amendments to the claims: 

□ A. A complete listing of all of the claims Is not present. 

n,B. The listing of claims does not include the text of all pending claims Oncluding withdrawn claims) 
C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status 
of each claim cannot be identified. Note: the status of every claim must be indicated after Its claim 
number by using one of the following status identifiers: (Original). '(Currently amended)*, (Canceled) 
(Previously presented), (New), (Not entered), (Withdrawn) and (Withdrawn-currently amended). 
□^0. The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical onjer 
"^^E. Other: _CU\ h 4 (S HissiM^ Status T DgNT.-P.eR. 

□ 5. The amendment is unsigned or not signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4. 

For further explanation of the amendment fomnat required by 37 CFR 1.121 . see MPEP § 714 and the USPTO website at 
http://www. uspto.aov/web/offices/Dac/dapp/oDla/preoanotice/officeflver.pdf . 


TIIVIE PERIODS FOR FILING A REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

Applicant is given no new time period if the non-compliant amendment is an after-final amendment or an amendment 
filed after allowance. If applicant wishes to resubmit the non-compliant after-final amendment with correcfions, the 
entire corrected amendment must be resubmitted within the time period set forth in the final Office acfion. 

Applicant is given one month, or thirty (30) days, whichever is longer, from the mail date of this nofice to supply the 
corrected section of the non-compliant amendment in compliance with 37 CFR 1121 or 1.4, if the non-compliant 
amendment is one of the following: a preliminary amendment, a non-final amendment (Including a submission for a 
request for continued examinafion (RCE) under 37 CFR 1 .114), a supplementaramendment filed within a suspension 
period under 37 CFR 1.103(a) or (c). and an amendment filed in response to a Quayle action. 

Extensions of time are available under 37 CFR 1 .136(a) only if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final 
amendment or an amendment filed in response to a Quayle action. 
Failure to timelv respond to this notice will result in: 

Abandonment of the application if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final amendment or an amendment 
filed in response to a Quayle action; or 

Non-entry of the amendment if the non-compliant amendment is a preliminary amendment or supplemental 
amendment^ ^ 

/ q hlM^ o il IS'J^ 

Legal Instruments Examiner (LIE) Telephone No. 


REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE: 37 CFR 1.121 CHANGED 
COMPLIANCE IS MANDATORY - Effective Date; July 30, 2003 


All amendments filed on or after the effective date noted above must comply with revised 37 CFR U2 L See Final . 
Rule Changes To Implement Electronic Maintenance of Official Patent Application Records (68 Fed. Reg. 
3861 1 (June 30 2003). posted on the Office's website at: htt p://wvvxv.iJspro ftov/web/pateiUs/ifw; 
with related information: The amendment practice set forth in revised 37 CFR L 121 and descrited te^^^^ replaces 
the voluntary revised amendment format available to applicants since Februao' 2003. NU I L: M KlCi 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE REVISED 37 CFR 1.121 IS REQUIRED AS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE (July 
30 2003) The Office will notify applicants of amendments that are not accepted because diey do not comply with 
revised 37 CFR 1 121 via aNotice of Non-Compliant Amendment. See MPEP 714.03 (Rev. K Feb.. 2003). Tlie non- 
compliant section(s) will have to. be corrected and the entire corrected section(s) resubmitted within a set period. 

Bold underlined itaUc font has been used below to liipldieitt t h e maior differences between the revised 37 CFR 

1 121 and the voluntary revised amendment format titat a pnlicants could use surce February, 2003. 

Note: Hie amendment practice for reissues and reexamination proceedings, except for drawings, has not changed, 

REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE 

I. Begin each section of an amendment document on a se parate sheet: 

Each section of an amendment document (e.^.. Specification Amendments, Claim Amendments. Drawing 
Amendments and Remarks) must begin on a separate sheet. Starting each separate section on a new page will 
facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning each section of an amendment document for placement in an 
image file wrapper. 

II. Two versions of amended part(s> no longer required: . v , 
37 CFR 1 121 has been revised to no longer require tn o versions (a clean version and a marked up version) ot 
each replacement paragraph or section, or amended claim. Note, however, the icquircments for a clean 
version and a marked up version for M.li.titutc snccifications under 37 CFR 1 .125 have been retained. 

A^ Amendments to the claims: . . ^ , . . r 

Each amendment document tliat includes a change to an existing claim, cancellation of a claim or submission of a new 
claim must include a complete listing of all claims in.the application. After each claim number in the listing, the 
status must be indicated in a parenthetical expression, and the text of each pending claim (with markings to show 
current changes) must be presemed. The claims in die listing will replace all prior claims in the application. 

(1) The current status of all of tire claims in die application, including any previously canceled, not entered or , 
withdrawn claims, must be given in a parentlietical expression following the claim number using only one of 
tlie following seven status identifiers: (original), (currently amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
fpreviouslv presented) and fnot entered). The text of all pending claims, including withdrawn clauns, must 
be submitted each time any claim is amerided. Qnceled mid not entered claims must be indicated by only 
die claim number and status, without presenting the text of the claims. 

(2) The text of all claims being cmrentlv amended must be presented in the claim listing with markings to indicate 
the changes diat have been made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim 
must be shown by underlining (for added matter) or strikethrough (for deleted maHer) with 2 exceptions: (1) 
for deletion of five characters or fewer, dou b le brackets may be used (e.^., fferoorH}; and (2) if 
strikethroueh cannot be easily perceived (e.9.. dele t ion of the number "4" or certain punctuation marks), 
double brackets must be used fe.e., (1411). As an alt e rnative to usins double brackets, however, e^a 
nortions of text may be included before an d after text beine deleted, all in strikedirough followed by 
including and underlinine the extra text with tl,edesiredchans e(e.g.. mmbef^ number Has ). An 
accompanying clean version is not required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status ••curre.Uly 
amended " and "witiidrawn" that are being amended, may include markings. 

(3) The text of pending claims nnt heint. cnrrentiv amended, including wUhdrawn claims, must be presented ni 
tlie claim listing in clean version, i.e., witiiout any markings. Any claim text presented m clean version will 
constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative, to the immediate prior version except to omit 
markings that may have been present in the immediate prior version of the claims. 
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(4) A claim being canceled must be listed in the claim listing with the status identifier "canceled"; the text of tlic 
claim must not be presented. Providing an inslruction to cancel is optional. 

(5) Any claims added by amendment must be presented in the claim listing with the status identifier (new)"; the 
text of the claim must not be underlined. 

(6) All of d\e claims in the claim listing must be presented in ascending numerical order. Consecutive canceled, 
. or not entered, claims may be aggregated into one statement (e.g., Claims I - 5 (canceled)). 

Example of listing of claims fuse of the word **claim^' before the claim number is ontional): 

Claims 1-5 (canceled) 

Claim 6 (previously presented): A bucket with a handle. 

Claim 7 (withdrawn): A handle comprising an elongated wire. 

Claim 8 (withdrawn): The handle of claim 7 further comprising a plastic grip. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A bucket with a gfeen blue handle. 

Claim 10 (original): The biicket of claim 9 wherein the handle is made of wood. 

Claim 1 1 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (not entered) , 

Claim 13 (new): A bucket with plastic sides and bottom. 
B) Amendments to the snccification: 

Amendments to die specification, including the abstract, must be made by presenting a replacement paragraph or 
section or abstract marked up to show changes made relative to the immediate prior version. An accompanying clean 
version is not required and should not be presented. Newly added paragraphs or sections, including a new abstract 
(instead of a replacement abstract), must not be underlined. A replacement or new abstract must be submitted on a 
separate sheet, 37 CFR 1.72. If a substitute specification is being submitted to incorporate extensive amendments, 
both a clean version (which will be entered), and a marked up version must be submitted as per 37 CFR 1 . 125. 

The changes in any replacement paragraph or section, or substitiite specification must be shown by underlining (for 
added matter) or striketlirough (for deleted matter) with 2 exceptions: (I) for deletion of fi ve char aethers or feyver, 
double brackets may be used fee.. fferoorU): and (2) If strlketkroucli cannot be eas'dy p erceived fe.g.. deletion of 
the number "4" or certain punctuation marks), double brackets must be used (e.^„ [[41/), As an alternative to 
usine double brackets, however, extra portions of text may be included before and after text bein 2 deleted, all in 
strikethroudi, followed by Including and underlinm^ the extra text with the de sired change (e.g., number ^ as 
number 14 as) 

Q Amendments to drawing figures: 

Drawing changes must be made by presenting replacement figures which incorporate the desired changes and which 
comply with 37 CFR 1.84. An explanation of the changes made must be presented either m the drawing amendments, 
or remarks, section of the amendment, and maybe accompanied bv a marked-up copy of on e or more of the fif^ures 
beine amended, with annotations. Any replacement drawing sheet must be identified in the top mar^n as 
''Replacement Sheet" and include all of tlie figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even 
though only one figure may be amended. Any marked-up (annotated) copy showbts chang es must be labeled 
'^Annotated Marked-up Drawings'* and accompany the replacement sheet in the amendment (e.^ ., as an appendix). 
The figure or figure number of the amended dfawing(s) must not be labeled as "amended." If the changes to the 
drawing figure(s) are not accepted by the examiner, applicant will be notified of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. No further drawing submission will be required, unless applicant is notified. 

Questions regarding the submission of amendments pursuant to the revised practice set forth in this llyer should be 
directed to: Elizabeth Dougherty or Gena Jones, Legal Advisors, or Joe Narcavage, Senior Special Projects Examiner, 
Office of Patent Legal AdminisU-ation. by e-mail to patentoracticera).usi)to.gov or by phone at (703) 305-1 616. 
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